NAYANA

THE VISION OF THE MOTHER

The child was named 'Vajreswari', one of the many
lames of Renuka, as a gesture of gratitude to the Goddess
br her continued grace and protection. Meanwhile Narayana
eturned from Tiruvannamalai with a message from Ramana
isking Nayana about the progress of his revision of
Umasahasram*. Kalyanarama was again under the spell of
.^enuka and he suggested that Nayana should perform tapas
"or full forty days.

Nayana, after visiting Arunachala to seek the blessing
)f Ramana, returned to Padaiveedu and commenced tapas,
subsisting on a cup of milk every night. Padaiveedu served
is an ideal spot for tapas. Noise was alien to Padaiveedu.
No interruptions were possible there. Forty days of tapas
passed smoothly. On the last day, he, as usual was continuing
tapas. It was midnight.

His eys were open. He felt-iecstatic and his body
growing huge. Suddenly he saw a charming woman, tastefully
dressed, rays of splendour emanating from her body and
followed by numerous attendants. She sat near his legs, to
be precise, near his right calf and scratched him. The ectasy
he was till then experiencing, had disappeared and she ordered
him to follow her. The attendants disappeared.

Nayana followed her. She went to the Bilva tree on
the western side of the Renuka temple and sat on the platform
there. When he asked her 'Who am I?, by way of reply she
smiled and beckoned him to follow her. She then approached
the Kumaraswamy shrine and taking the Sakthi weapon
(Lance) from the iodi, handed it over to him. Then she went
back, entered the sanctum sanctorum and disappeared.
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